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‘Old Baldy’ is a rock outcropping in the Beaver Valley between Euginia Lake and Thornbury, Ontario. 
This part of the Niagara Escarpment is relatively high and tends to be one of the few areas where the 
escarpment peaks out above the treeline, high above the valley below. The view from the top for hikers 
is spectacular, and the view of the hikers from a small aircraft as you fly past them is unique to say the 
least. Lee and I like to make this one of our Fall Colour Tour fly-past spots.  

 

President’s Message 
 
Another summer is behind us, with a record 
number of KWRAA Fly-ins in the books. I don’t 
know if it was the weather, busy lives of our 
members, aircraft currently out of commission, 
or a bit of complacency, bit the turnout was 
low. It was likely a bit of everything, but those 
that did attend had a good time and a good 
visit with other members.   

The weather looks great for the first week of 
October, so make good use of the blue skies, 
light winds, warmer than normal temperatures 
and rapidly changing fall colours to enjoy some 
of the year’s best flying. Whether you are on 
wheels, floats or just out for a drive in the car, 
take your camera/phone along to capture 
some of the scenery. 

Check out the Ontario Parks Fall Colour 
Report in this newsletter to find the best places 
to go. Lee and I had a couple of Fall Colours 

flying adventures recently and you will find a 
few photos and story in this issue.  

I have included a short report on Roger’s fly-in 
and hope he wasn’t discouraged by the lower 
turn-out this year.  Again, it was likely because 
of weather and our members’ busy lives with 
too many onflicting commitments.  

I have included a short update on my Aerial 
One rebuild project. I was able to get the two 
chromoly tubing replacements prepared 
according to AC43.13 and had a retired welder 
complete the welding repairs for me. After a bit 
of clean-up and repainting, the fuselage looks 
almost like new. I have now progressed to the 
interior fabric and have included some photos 
of the welding repair and fabric work, but Aerial 
One will have ’90 % to go’ for a long time yet. 

2022 is going to be a great year for KWRAA. 
- Dan

The Leading Edge  
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Fall Colour Tours 

Lee Coulman and I love flying this time of year! 

The natural beauty of the fall colours provides 
an excellent backdrop for some of the most 
scenic flying you can do in this part of the 
country. The weather in the Fall becomes a 
little more predictable with smoother air as a 
result of less convection currents like those 
experienced in the summer months.  

 

The leaves began turning colour mid-
September and have accelerated as we moved 
into October. A lack of strong winds and rain 
have meant the leaves are taking longer to fall, 
leaving a beautiful canopy in the trees for an 
extended pop of colour when flying in Ontario. 

 

These first few photos were taken on and 
around September 29, 2023. The trees were 
muted as the burgundy leaves seemed to be 
the dominant colour. We found that even a day 
or two made a huge difference in the palette as 
the yellows and oranges began to take over. 

 

 

The shoreline around Euginia Lake in the Grey 
Highlands never disappoints when it comes to 
an early pop of colour. Even as little as five 
days later the view had changed with more 
vibrant colours in the tree canopy.  

 

Euginia Falls, west of the lake, plummets 30 
metres down the Niagara Escarpment into the 
Cuckoo (or Beaver) Valley below.  
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Eugenia Falls is well hidden amongst the trees, 
but can be captured from above with a little 
effort and some good timing as you fly past. 

  

The colours continue down the valley almost 
all the way to the Georgian Bay shoreline at 
Thornbury, Ontario.  

A little further down the Beaver Valley is an 
outcropping of rock known locally as ‘Old 
Baldy’. The colours hadn’t started to change 
much there during our run up the valley in late 
September, however it wasn’t long before they 
began to match the rest of the surroundings. 

 

With a difference in elevation of 200 metres 
from valley bottom to the top of Old Baldy, it’s 
possible to fly below the hikers standing on the 
top of the cliff, and still be at a legal 500’ AGL. 
It certainly is a unique perspective when flying. 

Five days later, the hills were ablaze with 
colour. (Ignore the reflection in the lower right) 

 

On the west side of the Beaver Valley, 
opposite Old Baldy is the Kimberley Ski 
Resort, which boasts its own fall colour display. 

Eastward toward Stayner, you can find the 
Devil’s Glen ski area, which has its own vivid 
display of Fall colours. Although the gorge is 
not as deep, it is very picturesque and one of 
the best fall colour viewing spots, especially 
from a small airplane. 

 

If you are adventurous, even farther afield are 
the spectacularly scenic French River, 
Magnetawan River, and Manitoulin Island 
areas, each boasting a different combination of 
trees and resulting colour palettes.  
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On a trip up to the Sudbury area this week, the 
area between the Magnetawan and 
French/Pickerel Rivers were awash with 
golden and orange hues. 

 

Of course, as you get farther north, there are 
more pine and spruce trees, leaving more of 
the landscape green. Interestingly enough 
though, there are vast swaths of the pine and 
spruce coniferous trees near the French River, 
where very few deciduous trees have taken 
hold, rendering an interesting design whereby 
one side of a river or lake is totally green while 
the other is awash in vivid colour. 

 

Further north near Sudbury, I found that only 
small patches along lakes or backroads had 
any of the bright red maple leaves that make 
Southern Ontario’s colours so interesting. 

 

I suggest you consider a flight up north to the 
areas I mentioned, or possibly to the Muskoka 
area or Algonquin Park to check out the 
colours before they are all gone. The leaf fall is 
accelerating, so don’t wait too long. Check out 
the Fall Colour Report before you head out to 
determine your best viewing options.  

As aviators, we have a unique opportunity to 
see the fall colours as an entire canvas laid out 
before us. It’s unlike anything you can see from 
the ground, and gives you a different 
perspective of this beautiful and unique planet 
we live on.  

Southern Ontario is just starting to get some 
vibrant colours too, so if you can’t get up north 
or out east, at least check out the countryside 
around here in the next few weeks. 

 

Don’t forget your camera! 

- Dan 
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Fall Colour Report 

Don’t forget to check out the Fall Colour Report 
on the Ontario Provincial Parks website if you 
plan on flying anywhere outside your local 
area. The Fall Colour Report shows a graphic 
representation for each of the provincial parks 
in Ontario. Clicking on any of the icons 
provides a little more detail on leaf colour 
change and leaf fall. As of release of this issue, 
most areas north of KW will soon be reaching 
their peak colour change and areas to the 
south of us are just starting to turn colour.  

Northern Algonquin Park is at 90 percent now 
and only 10 percent leaf fall so it will be 
spectacular for a few days yet! 

Check it out at 
https://www.ontarioparks.com/fallcolour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

Fall Float Flying (Seaplanes-R-Us) 

Belwood Lake is a great place to get a little 
take-off and landing practice on the water. The 
water level is a lot lower than normal, but still 
deep enough to get a little practice in. 

As on so many other trips, people tend to 
gravitate toward watching and waving to us. 
On one particular trip recently, a couple of kids 
were waving furiously at us and seeing a 
parent or two nearby we decided to land and 
say hello while we stretched our legs a bit. 

 

We met a lovely family that live year-round on 
Belwood Lake. As it turns out, they know the 
daughter of the guy that built Lee’s Searey, so 

we had a nice long chat and took some photos 
in front of the planes. The kids had a blast 
checking out the planes and we made some 
new friends on the lake. 

 

This week I made a trip up to the Sudbury area 
to see my son, so I will likely have a story 
about that trip in the next issue. Fall is such a 
great time to be on amphibious floats or have a 
seaplane like Lee’s Searey. When travelling 
north in Ontario, you are never too far from a 
water runway, which is great since the airports 
are few and very far between! 

More fall flying in the next issue! 

- Dan 

https://www.ontarioparks.com/fallcolour
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Roger Deming’s Fly-in 2023 (CDF6) 

September 2nd was the annual Damascus Fly-
in at Roger’s place. 

Turn-out was a little sparse, but the weather 
may have impacted people’s decision on 
whether to attend. It was a little ‘iffy’ early on, 
but cleared out nicely by 11 am.  

There were a number of regular attendees that 
unfortunately were away on the long weekend, 
but many of our members did attend with some 
flying in and others driving up to Roger’s strip 
near Arthur, ON. 

Unfortunately, I didn’t get a lot of photos of this 
year’s event. Luckily a few others did, including 
Gus and Clara Corujo. (Known as Gusair)  

Some of their great aviation shots are available 
at: https://gusair.com/2023/09/03/roger-
demings-fly-in/ 

Their photos are much higher quality and far 
more numerous than I could ever include in 
this newsletter, so please check it out while it’s 
still available on-line.  

I believe their photos are also available for sale 
if you would like high quality photos of your 
aircraft from this event or others. 

Thanks again to Roger Deming for hosting this 
event and supplying the food and drinks. We 
appreciate him allowing KWRAA to be a 
sponsor by making it one of our annual fly-ins. 

Here are a few photos, but please check out 
the Gusair website too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s fun to fly in to these events, but it’s mostly 
about the camaraderie. Plan on attending more 
of the KWRAA fly-ins next summer!    I am… 

- Dan 

https://gusair.com/2023/09/03/roger-demings-fly-in/
https://gusair.com/2023/09/03/roger-demings-fly-in/
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September Repairs to Aerial One 

In the last newsletter, I mentioned that I had 
started the repairs on Aerial One, and that 
there was a bit of welding required due to 
tubing that was kinked. I was able to straighten 
a few that were only slightly bent as described 
in the last newsletter, but I had two that 
definitely needed proper replacement sections 
welded in place, including the front head rack 
and a small brace in the floor. 

I cut out the kinked sections and prepared a 
couple of insert sleeves and a new piece the 
same O.D. to patch the gap. I made cuts at 30o 
as per AC43-13 and prepared the surface by 
clearing away any paint and powder coat. 

 

Richard, an acquaintance currently building a 
cub, is a retired welder and offered to do a bit 
of welding for me as long as I had everything 
nicely prepared in advance. This seemed like a 
reasonable request to me, given the amount of 
work he still has to do on his own project. I 
used the illustrations in AC43.13 to prepare 
everything. Since I do not weld and figure it’s a 
little late in life to be trying to master that skill; I 
was pleased he even offered to help. 

 

 

In the photo above you can see the piece I 
fitted into the gap. One of the roof bracket 
mounting tabs had to be replaced also, so the 
piece of aluminum angle you see in the photo 
was used to hold the tab in the correct position 
during the welding process. 

 

Here you can see the nice job he did of 
welding the cross tube. I did a little bit of filing 
to touch up the weld lines, but probably didn’t 
really need to. 
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You can see here that part of the welding 
involved a junction that was already in place 
and the rosette welds as described in the 
AC43-13 standard. 

I cleaned, primed and painted the new welds, 
then painted all of the fuselage tubes that 
might show after the covering is in place. I 
used flat black to help reduce any glare in the 
cockpit. Once the paint had a couple of days to 
dry, I began installing the interior fabric. This 
picture shows how nice the repair (weld joints) 
turned out. They have all but disappeared! 

 

I find the fabric work a little challenging given 
all of the little tabs and tubes and cable guides 
that the fabric has to be finessed around. I find 
it best to cut a piece the general shape of the 
piece to be covered, then clamp two central 
areas top and bottom and work out from there, 
depending upon the location and orientation of 
the tabs. The Oratex bonus is that I don’t have 
to go back and paint the interior… unless I 
want to! The original interior was black 
simulated leather, but I’m kind of liking the red! 

 

Obviously, I will be covering the exterior in Red 
and striping it like Aerial One was previously. I 
am going to try to replicate it as much as 
possible, except with an eye toward reducing 
the weight a bit if I can. 

 

I am making slow but steady progress on the 
repair project, while at the same time gaining a 
whole new level of respect for guys like Gary, 
Gord, Ted and Clarence who have welded up 
fuselages from scratch. I know what it took just 
to do a repair, so multiplying that by a hundred 
or more times likely gets me a little closer to 
understanding the work involved in a scratch-
built aircraft. 

I am looking forward to continuing the rebuild 
project and will keep you posted in the 
newsletter as much as possible, at least on the 
major parts of the re-construction.  

It’s been said that there are builders and there 
are flyers, but it’s kind of fun to do both! 

- Dan  
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Upcoming Events in 2023:  

• Highlighted lines are KWRAA Events* 

• Bolded Lines are KWRAA Fly-ins* 

• Fly-in Data Sheets are available on the KWRAA website at www.kwraa.net 

 
October 7  - Pigs and Pies Fall Fly-in – Westport CRL2 (Camping too) 
October 16  - October Meeting at 7:30 in the Cadet building at CYKF 
November 16 - November Meeting at 7:30 in the Cadet building at CYKF 
November 24 -  KWRAA Christmas Party – Details to follow later in 2023  
 
Meetings will be on the second Thursday night of each month next year unless we hear 
otherwise from the Cadet Youth Development Staff, since we are using their building and 
working around their schedule for our KWRAA meetings. 
 
* KWRAA events are fly-in and/or drive-in. 
 
If you know of other aviation events in Southern Ontario advise me and I will append the list. 
              
 
KWRAA Executive Contact Information: 

Due to an increase in spam emails, please reach out to me directly for the latest contact information 
for the KWRAA Executive members. Thank you, Dan Oldridge (519) 651-0651. 

              

Remember November is KWRAA election month. Consider taking on an executive role or offering 
to assist a current executive member if they continue in their position next year. 

              

 

https://kwraa.weebly.com/meetings-fly-ins--links.html

